
Beginning fall 2008, University of Detroit Mercy will 
offer a new Engineering & Law Program for  
students to attain a bachelor’s degree in 
Engineering and a Juris Doctor. The Engineering & 
Law Program makes it possible for 30 highly quali-
fied entering freshmen to earn early acceptance into 
UDM’s School of Law if they meet GPA and LSAT 
criteria. A law degree permits the graduate to choose other fields 

of law in addition to Intellectual Property, and often leads to oppor-

tunities in the business world as well as the practice of law.

A career in Intellectual Property Law focuses on protecting creative 
endeavors of the human mind. It covers such areas as patent law, 
copyright law, trademark law, and trade secret law, as well as 
licensing and fair trade competition. 

Lawyers who practice Intellectual Property Law are exposed to the 
cutting edge of research and development in many scientific and 
technical areas. An undergraduate degree in engineering provides 
the technical knowledge necessary for a lawyer to practice in 
this field. The program may also prepare students for careers in 
Environmental Law.

Reasons to consider a career in  
Intellectual Property Law

Intellectual property is fundamental to the success of our 
economy, and protecting intellectual property is critical to 
businesses.

Given the pace of innovation, there is strong and continuing 
demand for qualified Intellectual Property lawyers.

Employment opportunities are available in corporations, law 
firms, universities and government agencies.

With strong and continuing demand for Intellectual Property 
lawyers, salaries tend to be high.
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Engineering + Law = a successful career in 
Intellectual Property Law

Announcing a new Engineering & Law Program at University of Detroit Mercy

Some of the most sought after  
job candidates are intellectual 
property attorneys, particularly 
those with Engineering and  
Science backgrounds.

Geoffrey L. Oberhaus, Engineering ’92 
Partner, Dinsmore & Shohl Attorneys, LLP



Advantages of the Engineering & Law Program
A reserved seat at the UDM School of Law to seek a JD is 
available to students who maintain 3.25 GPA in UDM engi-
neering studies and receive an LSAT score of 150. The law 
school seats held for engineering students in this program 
are conditional based on students maintaining these scores.

Training offered in the high demand area of Intellectual 
Property and Patent Law.

In 2006, the School of Law received the ABA’s Judy M. 
Weightman Memorial Public Interest Award, in recognition  
of its “outstanding community service projects, public  
interest programming and strong commitment to helping 
others in need.”

Students receive personal attention from faculty. No courses 
are taught by a graduate student.

Most engineering students at UDM receive generous  
scholarships.

UDM’s unique internship/coop program provides practical 
experience to its engineering students.

Student diversity: over 25% of our engineering graduates are 
female, and over 30% are members of a minority.

Engineering focus areas
Engineering: Civil & Environmental Engineering (4+3 years), 
Mechanical Engineering (4+3), Electrical & Computer 
Engineering (4+3). (*Program is four years according to 
standard flowsheet.  It may take less than four years for stu-
dents who have AP credit.)

Select:		

BCE-CLA Bachelor of Civil Engineering 
plus JD (4+3 years*)

BME-CLA Bachelor of Mechanical 
Engineering plus JD (4+3 
years*)

BEE-CLA Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering plus JD (4+3 
years*)

	 * According to normal flowsheet. AP credit may accelerate further.
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Admission requirements

Requires admission to any UDM engineering program.

Limited to 30 students. 

Minimum ACT of 27 or SAT of 1830 out of 2400. 

This is a competitive program and applicants will be  
admitted selectively.

Application
Online application is available at http://www.udmercy.edu/apply/

For more information
For general admissions queries, contact Dr. Kenneth Henold at  
313-993-1197 or henoldkl@udmercy.edu

For Engineering focus areas, contact

Civil & Environmental Engineering  
Dr. Alan Hoback, hobackas@udmercy.edu

Mechanical Engineering  
Dr. Jonathan Weaver, weaverjm@udmercy.edu

Electrical & Computer Engineering  
Dr. Mark Paulik, paulikmj@udmercy.edu

For more information about the School of Law, contact

Ms. Stephanie Winbigler at  
313-596-9841 or winbigsn@udmercy.edu
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Having an educational background 
in engineering and law has been  
a great asset in my career, and 
in particular, in the areas of com-
plex commercial and mergers and 
acquisitions transactions in tech-
nology-intensive businesses.

William Wales, Engineering ’72 
Vice President and General Counsel,  
Dow AgroSciences


