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Purple
Sunday

QueenTesa Fuggett and
Ellie Dara

After weeks of
counting down to this
day...it finally came.
Many of us were excited
and some of us were not
that excited. When we
arrived we attended an
orientation for the camp.
Then we got our room
keys and proxy cards
and even some snacks.
The rules of the camp
were explained to us, as

well as what awaited us for the following days. Bot/the end of the

orientation, our parents went into smaller roomseet the counselors

while we took a pre-test. By the way, all girls ¢joeir cell phones

taken (some were traumatized) by their parentallyinve all left to

move all of our belongings into our dorms.

When we moved into our dorms, everyone was coniglete

restless. Some had trouble finding their rooms]envbther people

found their way naturally. After unpacking and niegtour

roommates, our parents left and we basically totduaof the campus

where we took lots of pictures. We had barbequelifumer, complete

with “barbeque sauce”, hamburgers, chicken, satadcaips. After
that we stayed a while and did a “Get to
Know You” activity, and then we went to
dorms.

While we were there we unpacked
and had fun for about an hour. After the fun
we had an arts and crafts activity. We made
message boards to express our personalities
and who we were. That took about an hour
and we went back to our rooms. Afterwards
everyone just basically played around, had
fun, and got to know each other. Then we
took our showers and all went to bed at
10:30.



First Day At Steps Camp

Tamira Crowell and Christina Carter

As | arrived to steps camp | thought it would tout to be
a bad decision to come, but as | continued througtie day, |
realized | was lucky | decided to come! The staffnibers are
really nice and they treated me as if | were onghem. I'll admit
that | was kind of scared to meet my room matewhén we
introduced ourselves it was like we became besthds at first
sight. Also, when we were introduced to our teantesd learned
that there are a lot of really cool people in ttasp! Even though
all those things were great that’s not even neahgt I've
experienced throughout this day.
When | met my room

mate we decided to go check out
and move into our dorm room.

They weren’t what we expected but they were stédbty When

everyone got packed in we all socialized and siartaking

friends right away! Then we met our dorm advisethBand she

was even greater! Once we all got settled in, Wwevaht outside

and did a little scavenger hunt of buildings, whieds really fun!

After that fun event ended, we went have dinner.

Once | got to dinner, the food was extremely draéer

dinner, | went back to the dorms to finish up urkirgg and then

went downstairs to draw my personality on papended up

drawing my name and a sunset in the backgrounde @wneryone

cleaned up we all went upstairs, back to the danusrelaxed for

the night. | had a great time for my first daytastcamp and | can’t wait for tomorrow!



A Breath of Fresh Air

Kya Fisher

The first day at S.T.E.P.S. was awesome,

if I had to some it up in one word. Taken that

you pair people up from all different

backgrounds and races, | found it easy to connect

to more than half the girls! At first you wouldn’t

expect learning and living with 35 total strangers

would be exciting but you don’t know fun, and

the unexpected can happen! The pictures are the

living proof! Personally | found one of the most

exciting parts of the day was the arts and crafts.
Everybody got a chance to show their own individyalWho knew that stickers, puff balls, glue,
and feathers could make you a new friend!

First Day at Steps
Tiara Wyckoff

The first day at S.T.E.P.S.
was very interesting. | met a lot of
new people and learned a lot of
new things. My favorite part about
the first day was getting to meet
the new people. | met new people
during our free time at the dorm
rooms.

| have a roommate, which |
am very glad about because when
| arrived | did not have a

roommate and | hate having quiet while I'm in anmodder name is Candise and she is a very nice
person. During the free time in the dorm room tleemed to be one room that every one was
attracted to and that was Kya’s room. Everyone @oul

gather and talk about random funny stuff. | am dlad

was able to make new friends here, and happy edign

up for the program.



Our First Sunday at S.T.E.P.S.

Written by Alyssa Crain, Carisse Portis

complaints.

The first day of S.T.E.P.S. was
nice. We were assigned to the yellow
team where we got to know our leader
and got to know each other as well.
Taking pictures and walking around was
very fun. Later in the day we were in the
dorms where all of the teams and
roommates got together and socialized.

We had BBQ for our dinner. For
a first meal at camp it was nice. There
was a variety of foods, including
vegetarian food. Everybody seemed
happy after they ate and there were no

Everybody is friendly and outgoing, and it's easy
making friends. The people that are shy eventugn up
because there is always someone who wants tootgibut
and and everybody wants to make new friends. Aetiteof

the first day we were already one big happy family.



Day One in Counting

Ebonee Johnson & Micheai McKenzie

This was our first official day of STEPS
classes and not only was it fun but a great
experience. Our day ranged from eating
breakfast to building Lego robots to building
and programming sensors to teamwork
challenges. We started our day off with our
team advisor Charron waking us up by blasting
Single Ladies by Beyonceé from her speakers for
her Zune. After getting dressed, we walked to
the Titan Dining Room to enjoy a hearty
breakfast and started getting to know each other.

Ouir first class of the day was Lego NXT Projectvéts taught by Mr. Peter and Mark.
Although we spent three hours in this class it wexry productive. We broke into different teams
and built out robots. Some of the girls even datidename them. We also learned how to

program the robot to move forward. Many
were a great success! We then enjoyed our
sensors class by Mr.Tim. But the girls’
favorite class that day would be the
wheels class taught by Mr. Chris. The
girls enjoyed the thrill of working with big
power tools.
After all our classes the teams
went to participate in team challenges.
These games incorporated teamwork and
fun. Our team worked very well together
and we succeeded at all the challenges.
After going back to the dorms and
washing up the teams got together and
rehearsed their skits. It seemed like all our
girls were very excited to participate. Thus weeshthe day on a great note except for the fact
that all of us were very sad about not having thbones. But with the week getting better we
probably won’t care anymore.



Monday Classes
Telisse Portis and Breah Richardson

It is Monday and we woke up to knocks on the ddadfe
had to get ready for our first day of class. Whenwere all
dressed and ready we headed over to breakfasen€lfrtoast,
sausage, eggs, and potatoes. After breakfast wetweur first
class: Lego NXT Project. Our teacher was Mr. Ghenand his
assistant was Marc Pulte. We learned about rabatgshen we

built one!

After our first class we went to lunch and
then we went out to the fountain and learned more
about each other. Then we went to our next class
which was Wheels. Wheels was very fun and
we learned a lot about machines. Then we went

to sensors and used programming and
circuits to make a robot light up and tell
distance.

After our last class we went back to the dormsafbreak and then we went outside for the
team challenge. The team challenge was kindavan though we lost the tug of war.

After the challenge we ate dinner and then gotyéadbed. We were supposed to watch
a movie. The movie didn’t work out so we workedaum skits for the talent show. Soon after
that is was lights out!



Monday Madness
Pang Moua and Cortney Robinson

Monday evening we went

outside for some group activities. We

had lots of fun. Our first challenge was

with Chris, our dorm mom, and it was

called Turn It Over. The scenario was

that our team of eight was stuck on a

safety device and we needed to flip it

over without falling into the volcano

because the device was upside down. If

you touch the grass (lava) with one leg

then you lost a limb. If you fell

completely off the blanket (safety

device) then you were dead and the team

had to carry you. We had many

casualties but in the end we finally got it

done, sacrificing some of our members —

but it was all good.

The next challenge was called

Key Punch, with Anne. On pieces of

cardboard there were numbers 1 through 30 placedera rope shaped like a circle. We had to

jump to the numbers, numerically, without touchatger numbers. If we touched other numbers
then we had to start all over. It was tiring foe ffirst 3 or
4 people because we had to do it over again. Buina#y
succeeded after a million tries. We did it in oA8/
seconds.

The third challenge was called Toxic Waste and we

did it with Peter. We had to carry a bucket of towaste,
with rope and hooks, without leaning over the hdzae,
to another bucket. If you lean over the line yost l|an arm.
You

couldn’t drop the bucket into the other
bucket either; you had to pour out the toxic
waste. We completed the challenges a lot
faster, & we all cooperated and listened to
each other while still having fun.



Go Sparx

Terynee Bradshaw and Eboni Jones..

We learned how to use three tools in
class. We were able to shape the wheels with
and the lathe, and though we were not able to
can tell they will come out great.

After the wheels class we were able to head
Sensors class where we worked with a robot.
learned multiple ways to put the robot together,

multiple
robots
work.

Wheels
the saw
finish we

to a
We

d an
ways the
could

After Sensors we had lunch. Then we weniotWtho
are We” which was at the fountain. Afterwards wenie
work on our LEGO NXT project. There we made our own
robots. It was so cool, besides the class beirggthours
long we had fun. All of our team successfully coetetl
our three robots and were even able to get thamoice all

in one day.

We played in many team challenges in the
afternoon once our classes were done, in whiclitvee,
Sparx team, did an exceptional job. We completedrsé challenges where we had to think and

plan as a team.

We practiced for the talent show after dinner.# énd of the day we had a lot of fun and

we then turned in at 10:15.



Tuesday Blues
Faith Trotter and Candise Washington

Today was such a fun day. We
did a lot of stuff that kept us busy and
thinking. The first thing we did was go
to Mr. Muylaert’s Alternative Fuels
class. While we were there, we learned
about all the different fuels that people
used in there daily lives. We also
learned a few fun facts too; like how
Mt. Brighton used to be a land fill and
they have to clean it out so that’'s why
you can see pipes coming out of the
mountainside sometimes.

Later on, we went to Red Oaks
Water Park. When we first arrived there it wasmow we thought it would be. We ended up
waiting in the scorching hot sun for Mr. Maggioget us in. After this things started to look up.
Everyone was excited to get in the water, espgciall
the wave pool. For dinner we had Subway which
was very good. Then, then a lot of people went back
to the pool for one last swim.

After our eventful trip back to the school,
we practiced our skits for the talent show on
Thursday. We decided to practice in the resting are
on the % floor of our dorm. That was a bad idea; it
was so hot we all started sweating. It took usg lo
time to get hour skit down perfectly. When we
finally did it everyone started running to the
elevator so we could finally go up to our room and
get cool.



A Good Tuesday

Amber Garner and Tyler Coombs

Yesterday,
was a very good
day, it was
actually one of
the best days
we’ve had so far.
We got a chance
to learn about
circuits which
was fun, the
teacher really
entertained us
while teaching us,
and so it wasn't
that bad. After we
programmed out

robots to turn and programmed the color sensorgatéhe rest of the day to spend at the water

After classes we went to go and get ready for taeenpark. Then we were on our way!!
We got to the water park and we all were happy weeviinally back in contact with people other
than the girls in the dorms. It was very fun bwgntled a little too quickly.

At the end of the day all of us were clowning irr dorms. After we rehearsed for the
talent show we were eventually told in an aggressime by Ms. Cherron to go to sleep. Then

after thorough exhaustion we went to sleep.



Second Full Day with Pretty ‘N Pink

Brittany Morrell and Kiana Streeter

On Tuesday, we worked with Peter and Marc on
our Lego NXT robots. We programmed our robots o the
color sensors to stay on the road. This photo shows LaCorsha
putting her team’s NXT robot on the track to tést i It was
difficult to program our robots and make sure that they were
working, but with teamwork we were able to work aihgh
the kinks.

In the Lego NXT
class we had to check the
color light sensors.
Kristen and Lauren are
shown working to write
down all the
information taken by
the robot. We had to use
the information and put it
into the program so that the

robot would do what we wanted. It was cool whenwese
done because are robot went around the track.
To wrap up our day on Tuesday we went to Red Oa&telfark. It was a lot of fun and
the water was cool, perfect to go along with theday Tuesday. We had subway for dinner. Soon
after that, we headed back to the dorms. We tooWwsts rehearsed for the talent show, after that
it was lights out.



Life at Camp

Liz Pierce and Briana Williams

It's Wednesday, and so far camp has been so
much fun! We have never learned so much in se littl
time and actually had fun learning it. So far weéda
written programs for our robots (yes we are bugdin
robots) we learned about alternative fuels, elealri
currents and circuits so pretty much we are haang
crash course in engineering. We learned how to use
an advanced program, called CATIA, which is
Computer Aided Design and we drew 3D snowmen
and trees on the program.
We are not only learning, but we have bonded
with all the girls in the last three days, it's dikve
have known each other for ever. We do a lot of tdmmding and group activities that are
entertaining and challenge us and teach us abotkinvgotogether to solve problems. We solve
these problems by listening to each other and hgasvery ones ideas and working together.
Engineering involves a lot of team bonding so they preparing us for future careers. Lesson of
the day: What's gonna work? Team work!
Later in the day, when class is over we just
hang and get to know each other. Yesterday we
went to Red Oaks waterpark and that was a
splashing good time! There really are no flaws with
this camp the only thing is that it's really hotdan
long lines for the showers but other than that
everything it great. Later in the week we are going
to put on a talent show that should be fun.



The S.T.E.P.S. Improv Show

Tiara Wyckoffand Kya Fisher

The S.T.E.P.S Improv show turned out
to be a very interesting. The actors were very
nice and funny. | found the show to be very
intriguing. | loved sitting with my friends and
laughing about any and everything that
happened. Sometimes we would even laugh if
nothing happened that was funny. My favorite
part of the show was when the actors and
actresses called up two people to join them.
They played a game called “Mr. know it all”.
Mr. Know it all is when five people sat in a
chair next to each other and they would finish

each others sentences. They would ask the audsgegeestion and together they would have to
finish each others sentences. That part was thedsinpart and the most interesting because of
the answers we got.

Surprise

After attending Improv night, all the teams
went back to the dorms to relax. We sat around
and enjoyed each others company until the
fireworks came on! Not only did we get to see
Southfield’s but also downtown Detroit from
the 7" floor windows! Kris actually let us have
an extra 10 minutes to watch! After that things

got back on schedule and it was “Light’s

OuT!!” So as the well-mannered, “nice”

campers were sleeping the leaders decided to ptagrd on us!! | really thought that it was a

FIRE!! Boy did they have me shaking in my bootstlitBhat’'s okay because, they have it coming

tomorrow!!

A Rude Awakening!

After having a blast at Red Oaks Water Park thie giere
not prepared for the obstacles they had to face: I@air”
was not how we expected it to be. After a long aathe
Water Park we came back to the dorms and were wisat
we found we immediately had to go practice fortddent
show. We didn’t think about time management, hayeds,
shampoo and all the other necessities when packifeg!
were in for a rude awakening when we woke up theé ne
morning!



Wild Wednesday

Shardonnai Carvin and Carmela Gillis

On Wednesday in NXT we programmed our
robot to play music as well as having them turn. We
went to welding class to make boxes. We connected
the corners of the metal with a torch to make tbve b
After we finished the boxes we polished the meatal s
they could look shiny! Although there were a couple
of minor cuts to fingers from the sharp metal, wajd
class was fun.

After all the torture such as no cell phones we
went to relax and cool off by going to the Life &ute
Building to watch a movie which walte’s Just Not
That Into YouWe did not finish the movie but instead
we
were
given
the

opportunity to watch something far more

entertaining. An Improv group with Go Comedy

came and performed a good show for us.

We went back to our rooms to go chat with

the other groups and practice our skit. Afterwards

we went to sleep after a hard day of work. Our

morning the next day would have been pleasant if it

wasn’t for the prank that Beth thought of and

Cherron acing out with the help of some basketball

players. We woke up in the middle of the nighthte hallway lights being turned off and Cherron

banging on all of our doors with help from the warsebasketball team. Also the purple team
leader Cherron had on a Mask. Some of the campers
were really confused by all the noise, but theya
getting even later.



A Pretty n’ Pink Wednesday

By Loren McGee & LaCorsha Jackson

On Wednesday the
Raspberry Team patrticipated in
four classes, one of them including
welding. To us welding was the
most interesting class. Throughout
the whole class period we
interacted in hands on activities.
The task was risky, yet it was fun
as well.
Due to the weather, instead
of teamwork challenges we had a
movie in the afternoon on campus.
We watched “He’s Just Not That
Into You.” It was a good movie. It
kept the campers entertained.
Towards the end of the
night we went to Improv night and
everyone enjoyed it. The comedians had us entedahre whole time. They also asked some of
us to participate with them, which was fun. The pars found them to be hilarious.



Wacky Wednesday

Krystal Holmes and Sarah Wickman

Today we went to our Welding class. We made adagx
of metal. First, we cut out the pattern and thenpwshed
the walls up to make a box and then we welded dineecs
of the box together. Afterwards, we shined the tmox
finish it off. The guys that were helping us wesally nice
and it was a lot
of fun.
In our
math class, we
learned about
gears and gear ratio, which we used later on in our
NXT robotics class. It really helped us solve the
problems we were having with our robot regarding ho
to make it turn correctly.
Lastly, we went to our Wireless
Communications class where we learned about how
radio waves travel through wires and a little Ibibat
how cell phones work. We watched a demonstratimugliquid nitrogen.

After class was over, we watched He’s Just Not Tita You. After, we went to dinner
and had Chinese food. It was really good. Atwes,twe went to Improv Night where people
came from Go Comedy and made us laugh. They weatly funny and kept us very entertained.
It was a busy but exciting day.




THE CULMINATION

Thursday was our final day of classes for STEP® ritdde candles, used vacuum forming to make a@last
shape from a mold, and learned about motors andrleet We decorated our molded piece and workezbioh EGO

robots. After lunch we did the “Who Are We” activi Some of the lessons we learned at camp thikweslude:

Don't give up on your dreams just because they are hard to accomplish.
Get exposed to lots of different types of work and activities.

Don't let anyone tell you that “you can’t do it".

Be flexible and open-minded.

Stay true to yourself and keep your integrity.

Take the hard classes in high school... especially math.

Don't shut any doors. Engineering opens all kinds of opportunities for you.

After classes we took a short break, ate dinnesideitand then had our paper plate awards. Ladér th
evening we had a Talent Show. All the teams gaermining performances and we laughed a lot. dromv we

will have the final robot demonstration in frontafr parents and the invited guests.



