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And So It Begins 
Written by Kendra Crater and Sidra Ali 

Blue Team 
 

Sunday afternoon we arrived at the STEPS camp. We started with an orientation with our 
parents. Mr. Maggio led the orientation and he first he showed pictures 
of last years participants. Next we moved into our dorms. We were 
supposed to have rooms with air conditioning but we got switched so 
it was hot. After that we said good bye to our parents and started 
bonding with our teammates. 
 
 We began with our walking road rally around the campus. It’s 
pretty much a scavenger hunt. We took fun pictures at random places 
to show we found the spot .  After the long hot walk outside we ate 
dinner. It was a barbeque with chicken, burgers and Boca burgers for 
the vegetarians. 
 

 After that we headed back to our dorms and pretty much chilled. It was really fun as we 
got to know each other just a little bit more. We started an inter-color volleyball game which 
didn’t quite resemble a real game, but its ok, because we all had fun. Later we went downstairs to 
the basement for something called Show Me Boards. With those, we received poster boards, 
magazines, and markers and were asked to decorate the posters with things that we thought 
portrayed ourselves. We explained them to our color-mates when we finished them.  
 
 We went back upstairs to the dorms and got ready to take showers and relax in our rooms. 
We visited other rooms and 
chilled with our buddies 
over there. We had a  hall 
meeting about getting in 
trouble for leaving the floor 
and  finally we headed off 
to sleep at 10:30. It was a 
good day. 



The Beginning 
Written by Purple Teams Destin’e Clark and Molly Wattanasintham 

 
 After a weekend filled of 
packing…we finally made it to 
University of Detroit Mercy. We 
arrived to shirts and keys being 
given to us and a hour long 
orientation. Some brought their 
family some brought friends to 
say good bye and other didn’t 
bring anybody. The hardest thing 
wasn’t saying good bye to 
everyone but it was getting our 
phones taken away.  
 

After they left we got to 
meet our roomies. Most of us had 
a roommate but some of us didn’t 

cause they didn’t make it to the orientation in time. After we met our roomies, we unpacked ate, 
did a tour of the campus taking pictures of us at the different places and with different people 
(officers).  We were treated to a BBQ, while getting to know the other teams.  
When dinner was over some wandered throughout the 3rd floor of the Shiple Dorm, others went 
outside and played volleyball, soccer, cards, or talked to new friends and teammates.  
  
 

Before the night came to an end the “Dorm Mom’s” talked to us about night safety and 
how they can hear EVERYTHING that goes on in 
the dorm at night, including the radios that some 
use to sleep at night.  



 

 

 

By: Lindsey VanNoord and Keyonia Walker 

 

Sunday we arrived at STEPS program we went to a lovely orientation and kissed our 

parents goodbye. Soon after we headed 

off to our dorms and met our new 

roommates.  

After we got unpacked we 

headed off to the road rally and took a 

few pictures. The road rally was 

basically a scavenger hunt to try and 

find different buildings and get to know 

the campus and new team members. We had a wonderful time laughing and playing with our 

fellow campers.  

Shortly after the road rally we 

started to smell the delicious food that 

was waiting for us inside. While enjoying 

our wonderful barbeque we also had time 

to chat with our new friends.  After our 

barbeque we went up to our dorms to 

relax and settle down. When everyone 

was finished setting up their room and 

talking we decided to go out and play a 

game of volleyball. We played for about 

an hour without keeping score because no one really knew what they were doing. Then we 

decided to go inside and get ready for bed. After the showers it was lights out. 



Arrival Jitters 
 

By Calandra Jones and Jamie Moss of the Sunshine Peeps 
 

A jumble of girls and their families 
arrived on Sunday, not knowing what to 
expect. They all crowded into a hall with 
some cool swivel seats, looking around at 
their potential campmates.  Whether they were 
listening to Dan and Anne or not, one thing 
was for certain: they were going to be stuck 
with those girls for a whole week.  
Although this may sound scary, it really 
wasn’t. Overall, many girls were excited to be 
there, overjoyed to have the opportunity to 
learn new things and meet many girls, like 
them, who had their eyes on education and 
science, not just boys and relationships.  
 

After the orientation, all the girls moved into the dorms and met their roommates. 
Following that, we all participated in the Walking Road Rally, which challenged us to step outside 
our comfort zones while taking pictures in various, outrageous poses like our favorite sport and 
dance. This brought the teams together and caused the making of new friends and teammates.  

Exhausted from the Road Rally, we all 
headed to the Engineering building for a barbeque 
dinner with chicken patties, hamburgers, and 
salad and chips, happy to see food after all that 
walking. After eating, all the girls were split up 
from their color-coordinated teams and were 
asked to reflect on their past, present and future 
successes. Yet again, this caused all the girls to 
become even more acquainted with their camp 
members and, in a sense, themselves.  

 
Following that, all the girls headed up, 

again, to the dorms to get organized and relax 
after a busy day of walking, unpacking, eating, and meeting new people on a large scale. Then 
some girls went to play volleyball while the rest went in the basement to make boards to describe 
themselves and to hang on our dorm doors for everyone to know, before meeting them, that they 
were a cool person. Many girls didn’t sleep much that night but they all were probably thankful 
for having signed up and being signed up for the beginning of a wonderful week of camp.  



Shades Coming Together 
 

By: Nicole Tucker, Gabrielle Hodges 
 

Our day started off with the math class, with Allison as our instructor. We learned about 
electrical energy. The 
experiment, we used a 
small electric motor as an 
elevator. We measured the 
current that goes into the 
motor as well as the voltage 
applied to it as the motor 
lifts as a small mass. We 
then went to the alternative 
fuels class with Mr. 
Santavicca. We learned 
about solar power and 
hydroelectric power. It was 
very interesting to be able to 
work a small car with water as 
a fuel. 

  
After lunch, we went to our robotics 

class with Debbie and Peter. Some people were 
being introduced to robotics for the first time, 
while others were experienced in robotics. Peter 
helped us to understand the robot and how it is 
programmed. We also did a warm-up activity to 
get used to the robot and its programming 
capabilities. It was fun as well. 

Everyone was looking forward to going 
on our trip. We did various challenges working 

together as a team. It got a little intense 
because everyone wanted to speak up and 
have things their way. Only a few 
listened to others. But through this, we 
learned that we all can’t be the leader. 
We have to take the time to listen to other 
people in the TEAM. As the cliché says 
“There is no I in TEAM.” This is where 
we learned how to work together and be a 
real team.    



A Day With the Purple People 
 

Written By Meresa McKesson and Emily Zumbrunnen 
 

 
 Monday was the first day of classes and for the 
purple people it began with robots. Needing something 
to wake us up early in the morning, building a robot was 
just that. We started off with an introduction to the 
LEGO robot we were going to build and all of the parts 
it took to create it. The assembly began as we were 
grouped. We pieced together the robots and after a break 
from hard work we started to program them to stop.  
 

 Our day didn’t end there. After 
lunch we went to construct a fuel cell car 
powered by solar power and water. When 
the construction was complete we raced 
the cars for speed and distance. Since all 
of the cars moved we were all winners   
 
 With the classes over we headed 
for the High Ropes course. The course 
began with team building activities. 
During the activities we discovered the strengths of our teammates and what team work really is. 
In a team, communication is needed and listening is also required. After many falls, our team 

successfully completed all of the exercises. After the team 
building activities many of the teammates conquered their 
fear of heights and began to climb the High Ropes course. 
With screams and smiles the course was completed with 
everyone still in one piece.  
 
 By the end of the day the team not only learned 
about science but how to work together.  

 
 



Monday Red 
 

Written by Jeanette Tobasco and Whitney Smith 
 

 As loud raps echo on the wooden doors of the dorms, 
heads jerk up in bewilderment out of dreamland and into an 
unfamiliar environment, with groans and sighs and sleepy eyes, 
then POOF-the sudden realization hits. Whoa, you’re at robot 
camp. 
 
 To start off 
the day, we 
ventured into the hot, 

humid campus array and off to what other than 
breakfast, to provide us with fuel for the exciting day 
ahead. After timid hellos, bonds were formed from the 
communal love of food. Then off to robotics.  
 
 Legos like no other scattered the room, with 
varied realizations of where the pieces went, as our 
robots found life. Then after training, our creations 
became mobile and ventured out on their own. Continuing on with the day, our minds became 
crammed with information about hydroelectric fuel cells, and pulley systems.  
 

Then onto the High Ropes 
course where we dramatically 
fought for our lives 30 ft in the 
air. Depending on our 
intelligence and stamina we 
gracefully and entertainingly 
accomplished our tasks at 
hand…together. And 
accomplished, we fell at last. 
The finale of our robotic camp 
day occurred as we watched a 
movie to relax our robotic minds 
away and shut down and reboot 
for tomorrow. 

  



Memorable Monday! 
 

Written by Breanna Haywood and Ayanna Dye 
 

  
Today was a Memorable day (hints the title.).  

While many girls conquered their fears, some others sat, 
and watched. The beginning of the day was in some ways 
hectic, everyone was in an immense rush to complete the 
morning task. Breakfast came afterwards and everyone 
laughed and talked about the day to come. Before we 
knew it we where shipped off to class where we 
participated in various activities.  

 
 

After the solar, electric, and robotic classes 
everyone jumped on the bus to head to one of the 
exciting highlights of the day. HIGH ROPES 
COURSE! The girls of the 2008 Steps program 
were up and down and all around! Many of us went 
through the various obstacle courses with hopes of 
the glory that comes with being high in the sky. 
After our challenges we headed off for a talk and a 
trip back home. 

 
 
To end the day we had a movie, JUNO, a 

very intriguing and interesting movie indeed. We laughed sobbed (on the inside) and overall just 
enjoyed the movie and each others company. Before the night was over we all were laughing and 
reviewing the movie we 
had watched. The only 
thing that came after was 
the rush to bed *GOOD 
NIGHT*. 



Tuesday  
 

Adwoa Anderson and Stephanie Rousseau 
 
 

 
On Tuesday morning we went to a motor 

and sensors classes.  In the afternoon we went to 
Red Oaks Water Park in Madison Heights.  In the 
motor class we built a motor with just a battery, a 
magnet, 2 paper clips, a rubber band, and a wire. 
First we connected the paper clips to the battery 
with the rubber band, and then we placed the 
magnet on top of the battery. Next we sanded the 
wire on one side.  Finally we placed the wire in 
between the paper clips holders and then the wire 
spun around very fast.    

 
After lunch in the afternoon we went 

to our LEGO NXT project class. We 
finished building our robots. Then we created 
and download programs to our robots and tested 
them to make sure they worked. If they didn’t 
work then we had to go back to the 
program and fix what we thought was wrong 
with it until it ran correctly.   

 
 

Later on during the day we went to Red Oaks 
Water Park. It was very, very, very cold. It was so 
cold that we were the only ones at the water park. We 
ate Subway at the park then we came back to the 
dorms.  At 8 o’clock we split up into our groups. My 
group is called the Shades of Blue and we practiced 
our parts for the talent show.  

 



The Cold and Stormy Tuesday 
Written by Alana Albritton and Dorothy Terhune 

 
 

 Starting with the robots at the beginning of the day, our 
in-depth programming was still underway. We tested how the 
robot would react to light and to the color white. The Motors 
class gave us a view of how motors impact our daily life, and 
how to make a simple motor that could be manipulated by the 
type of wire that we use. Our group also went to a Sensors class 
that involved creating a computer program to light up LED 
lights connected to a breadboard. 
 

 
 So how does the title of this page relate to our day at 
STEPS camp? The visit to the Red Oaks Water Park since 
the beginning of the day on Tuesday seemed like an unlikely 
proposition. Even when driving to the water park, the 
weather seemed like it would not go along with our plans. 
But most of the girls were brave souls, and dared to step into 
the freezing water. The courage of the swimmers was 
rewarded with Subway sandwiches and ice cream bars until 
we drifted to sleep… 
      



Tuesday 
Carolyn Coutre & Marissa VanderWoude 

 
 

To start off a great day, our group worked on our 
robots. We encountered some programming difficulties; 
after we worked out the glitches, our robot successfully 
ran.  Light sensors were used to keep our robots on the 
road and to, hopefully, avoid robot collisions.  What 
spare time we had was used to write a program that 
would enable our robot to dance like a pro. 

 
After lunch we learned about sensors. We used a 

boebot platform to learn about light and ultrasonic 
sensors. After wiring the sensors, we then wrote the program that gathered information about our 
surroundings. We could tell how far away an object was or whether the sensors were picking up 
light. 

 
Next we had a lesson about motors. There was a 

demonstration on how magnets could propel a motor, 
and then we got to build our own motor. We used 
copper wire, a magnet, a battery, and some paper clips 
to construct a motor. If we got the motor to run, we 
could experiment with different sized wires. 

 
After a fun filled morning, we piled into some 

vans to head off to the water park. Upon arriving, we 
saw that the park was deserted, which was not too 
surprising on a freezing and windy day. Many brave 

souls ventured into the water, and we were soon a bunch of walking icicles. That night we 
practiced for the upcoming talent show, and 
discovered how truly “talented” we are.  
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We had along day on Tuesday June 17, 

2008.  We did so many things. First we did Lego 
sensors.  First we programmed a car that had a 
sensor mounted on the top.  Then we had to put all 
the wires on the car and test it to see if it worked. 
We used all kinds of materials like a bread boards 
and wires and jumpers.  

After sensors we moved on to 
motors where we built a battery motor. 

Building 
battery 

motors was really fun. 
In our last class we explored the Lego NXT project, 

where we had to make up a dance for the robots. After 
lunch we did the “Who Are We” worksheet and found out 
allot about our team mates. 

Then after a long day of engineering we went to the 
cold water park.  The water was freezing. But we still had 
fun, especially in the wave pool. When we arrived back at 
the dorms we practiced for the talent show and had ice 
cream. 

 
 

The end 



Wednesday’s Adventures 
Written By: Sarah Abdallah and Sarah Harms 

 
 Yesterday began as usual. We 
begrudgingly woke up and headed off to 
breakfast. Our first class, circuits, had a few 
mishaps that left Calandra with a fear of 
electrical fires. Wires smoked and LED 
lights exploded.  Afterwards, we went to welding 
class to create metal boxes.  Everyone was 
surprised by the counselors’ trust in us, especially 
around the scary machinery. 
 
  

The LEGO project led to some 
frustration, as many of the color sensors weren’t functioning correctly.  In the evening, we went to 

Grounds Café for Improv Night.  A 
group of the girls decided to open the 
show with some interesting singing 
and dancing.  Regina thought the skits 
were hilarious but we didn’t get a 
picture of her rare smile. 
  

Upon returning to the dorms 
we practiced the dance for our skit.  It 
should be the best skit ever.  By the 
time we went to bed we were 
exhausted. 



Wednesday Blues 
Gabrielle Hodges and Leandra Drakeford 

 
 
When we woke up, we went to breakfast. Most of us were very sleepy from the long 

rehearsal that we had the night before.  Our first class was 
welding where we made boxes from a regular piece of 
metal.  We started out by cutting pieces of aluminum.  
Then we each got a piece of steel to turn into a box.  We 
had to measure the edges where we would cut the pieces 
of metal.  The band saw, that we used to cut the steel 
pieces into the correct shape, was loud. After that we had 

to bend 
the steel 
into a box 
shape on 
the box 

break.  Then we welded the corners together.  I 
had never welded anything before or worked 
with such high tech and dangerous 
machinery.  

Next we went to our Circuits class 
where we made an electric current flow with a 
breadboard and LED lights.  After lunch, we went to 
the Robotics class.  We almost finished our challenge.  Some people still had to work on their 
robots though.  Then we went back to the dorms for a break and most fell asleep.  

Afterwards, we went to dinner, took a short break and then to the improve show.   The 
improve show was very funny.  Before the guests started, we listened to Gabby, Alana, Ciara, 
Nicole and other girls sing. They really put on a funny show.  The improve guests were funny as 
well. Overall the day was kind of fun towards the end.  

 
  

 
 
 
 



Wild Out Wednesday 
Apryl Bantom and Tiara Copeland 

����
Wednesday started with breakfast in 

Titan Dining Room and consisted of French 
toast and sausage.  After that, in our Lego NXT 
project class, we started a new program that 
helped our robots to recognize color and 
arrows, it was very interesting!  After lunch we 
all went to the fountain and completed our 
Who Are We exercise.  We learned a lot about 
each other.  

 
Our next class was welding.  Everyone 

seemed to enjoy this class.  Molly almost 
shaved her fingerprints off trying to sand her 

box.  We constructed our boxed from sheet metal.  
Our last class was circuits where we made 
parallel and series circuits using a bread 
board…Mrs. Kramer was so nice.  

 
When classes were over we took a long 

break and chilled, while some of us watched Rize 
on BET!  For dinner we went to the high bay and ate 
Middle Eastern food.  Some embraced the food, 
while others hated it.   

 
Then we went back to the dorms and got 

ready for the improve show.  At the improve show while we were waiting for the people to get 
ready we did an opening act that was full of poems, rapping and a lot of singing.  The singers 

destroyed most of the songs people have come to 
love.  When we were leaving we saw some people 
Steppin!!  They were super fly!!!  Before heading to 
bed we practiced our talent show routine.   
 
 
 
 
  
 



Crazy Wednesday 
 

Written by: Kyra Robertson and Candise Washington 
 

 On June 18 we did a variety of activities.  After breakfast, 
we had Lego NXT Project. There we had to program our NXT 

robots to follow colors and turn based on the colors the robot saw.  
It presented many frustrations but most teams over came them and 

moved on to the next step in the program.   
 
After lunch and a “Who 

Are We” break, we traveled to 
the Circuits class.  There we built 
multiple circuits and learned 

about voltage, resistors, and current.  In welding we made boxes.  
We were allowed to cut our own metal and weld it ourselves.   
 

After class, we had free time in the dorms before heading 
to Improv night.  There we watched four comedians use props 
and people from the audience to make us laugh.  Finally, before 
going to bed, we had time to work on our acts for the talent 
show. 
 



THE CULMINATION 
 

On Thursday we had worked at our final classes for STEPS.  We made candles, used vacuum forming to 

make a plastic shape from a mold. We decorated our molded piece and worked on our LEGO robots.  After lunch we 

did the “Who are We” activity.  Some of the lessons we learned at camp this week include: 

 

Don’t give up on your dreams just because they are hard to accomplish. 

Volunteer and get exposed to lots of different type s of work and activities. 

Don’t let anyone tell you that “you can’t do it”. 

Be flexible. 

Stay true to yourself and keep your integrity. 

Take the hard classes in high school... especially math. 

Don’t shut any doors.  Engineering opens all kinds of opportunities for you. 

 

After classes we took a short break and then spent a little more time getting our robots to work.  We had 

tacos and nachos for dinner, and then went to the fountain for our paper plate awards.  Later that evening we had a 

Talent Show.  All the teams gave entertaining performances and we laughed a lot.  Tomorrow we will have the final 

robot demonstration in front of our parents and the invited guests.  We worked hard to make the robots perform 

effectively and are very proud of our teams.  
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